RETURN TO HERZEN STREET 


Idea for a one-hour film 


The Tchaikovsky Conservatory of Music,home of most of the 
great Russian musicians of this century, is located an 

dowtown Moscow at #13 Herzen Street. #11 Herzen Street 

is the Moscow Juridical Institute. Two professors at 

the Institute, Fyodor Turovsky and his wife Lucie, lived 

in a 9-foot-square room in the basement for twenty years. 
Fyodor provided legal services to teachers at the Conservatory 
next door. The only musical experience he ever had himself 
was in a Jewish boys choir, which he entered in return for 

a promise of ice cream after every practice. He was evicted 


after two practices for singing too loud. 


Fyodor and Lucie's only child, Julek, was born in 1939, and 
lived at #11 Herzen Street for his first twelve years. 

His parents had to find a school for him when he turned 7. 
The best school in Moscow, in all subjects, was the Moscow 
Music School, where youngsters were prepared for entrance 

to the Consd¢vatory. It was just two blocks away. A friend 
of Fyodor's at the Conservatory brought Julek to the School 
and introduced him to Tatiana Kessner, professor of piano. 
As soon as she saw the boy, she declared “you have the hands 


of a cellist", and arranged for him to enter the School. 


Julek Turovsky is now cellist with the celebrated Borodin 
Trio, and director of the much-acclaimed I Musici Chamber 
Orchestra of Montreal. He left Moscow and emigrated to Canada 
with his parents, his wife Elinore and his daughter Natasha, 
in 1977, at the nadir of the stifling Brezhnev years. He 

was one of the 100 Jewish musicians allowed to emigrate 


one year after the signing of the Helsinki Aedord on Human 


Rights. 


Now, three years into glasnost, Julek and Elinore, first 
violinist in I Musici, feel ready to follow the star of 
Horowitz and take their orchestra home. Their tour will 

open in May, at #13 Herzen Street. That concert may open 
with a Scherzo by Canadian composer André Prévost, and 
feature a performance of Shoshtakovich's First Piano Concerto, 
with the composer's 25-year-old grandson Dmitri atyvthe 
keyboard. His recording of this Concerto with I Musici 

in London last year was a great Critical success. Dmitri, 
Whose grandfather's music was denounced by Stalin as anti- 
Soviet, defected to the U.S. five years ago when on tour with 
the Moscow State Symphony, of which his father Maxime was the 


conductor. 


In the audience at the Grand Hall of the Conservatory will 

be Galina Kozolupova, Julek's cello teacher at the Conservatory} 
Isabella Yurivna, the brave musicologist who taught him to love 
Shoshtakovich; and Vladimir Spivakov, his classmate at the 
Conservatory who won the Montreal Violin Competition of 1970, 


and founded the world-reknown Virtuosos of Moscow Chamber 


Orchestra. 


Fyodor will also be there. He wants to lay a wreath at the 
grave of Tatiana Kessner, in the German cemetery of Moscow. 
He credits her with discovering and nourishing Julek's 
unexpected musical talent, and thereby making it possible 
for the Turovsky family to "escape" to Canada twelve years 
ago. (Fyodor spent some time in prison under Kruschev for 
challenging the regime in a prominent legal case connected 
to a strategic arms factory. He believes glasnost will now 


make it possible to get himself exonerated) 


I propose a one-hour documentary about Herzen Street under 
glasnost, as seen through the eyes of a prodigal son returned. 
There would be three main protagonists--Julek Turovsky, 


Dmitri Shoshtakovich, and Viadimir Spivakov. 


Julek and Vladimir were once best friends. They performed 
often together after their graduation from the Conservatory, 
sometimes on forced musical marches through dingy provincial 
concert halls, hotels and railway stations without heat or 
plumbing. Viadimir tried to dissuade Julek from leaving 

in 1977, doubting whether it would be possible for a Moscow- 
trained artist to survive without a state salary. Julek 
doubted whether he could mature as an artist without being 


able to play Shoshtakovich and Schonberg. 


Their paths have crossed occasionally since then on the 
international concert circuit. They performed together 

in a Mozart Quartet at the Lincoln Centre in New York this 
summer. On November 7, Viadimir was in Montreal to conduct 
his Virtuosos of Moscow in a brilliant performance of Mozart, 
Bach and Haydn at the Basilica of Notre Dame, while Sulek 
was conducting his I Musici ensemble the same night at Place 


des Arts in a gala presentation of Charlie Chaplin's "City Lights". 


In Moscow, Vladimir will invite Fulek and Dmitri to his 

3%-room apartment to meet his second wife, a Russian film 

Star, and their two young daughters. And he will show them 

the score for an exciting new cello concerto by Sophie 
Gubaidulina, a rising Russain composer. It is called 

“The Seven Last Words of Christ". He will invite: friends 

over to try it out with Yulek on cello. They will talk through 


the night about music under Gorbachev and Mulroney. 
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